
 
School Food Subcommittee meeting 

Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2008 
Lowell High School 

 
Present: Dana Woldow, meeting chair; Libby Albert, Jeanette Bemis, Laura Brainin-
Rodriguez, Mark Elkin, Karen Gehrman, Caroline Grannan, Paula Jones, Colleen 
Kavanagh, Esperanza Pallana, Jacob Schreiber, Carridad Tabér, Susie White.  
 
Dana Woldow called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. Minutes of the previous meeting 
(Nov. 13, 2007) were read and approved.  
 
1. Ongoing projects 
 
(Ed Wilkins was not able to attend, so some agenda items were dropped or changed.) 
 
a. Milk cost: Dana reported, on Ed’s behalf, that the price of fat-free chocolate milk has 

dropped. There was discussion of why chocolate milk is offered, based on concerns 
about the sugar content. The rationale has been that offering chocolate was the only 
way many students would drink milk, so it was worth it even though it cost more than 
plain milk. Now it no longer costs more than plain milk. 

b. Update on Prop. H requests: SNS had submitted two proposals for Prop. H funding 
for the 2008-09 school year: One for a Point of Sale (POS) computerized swipe-card 
system and one for new salad bars in 12 additional schools. Before the Board of 
Education could vote on how to allocate Prop. H funds, Superintendent Garcia 
requested that all new spending for the discretionary amount (the “third third”) of 
Prop. H funds be frozen due to the newly announced state budget crisis.  

Dana reported that the Prop. H Citizens Advisory Committee, which makes non-
binding recommendations to the Board of Ed on how to allocate the third third, had 
recommended approving the POS but not the salad bars. The Superintendent had 
recommended both. It appeared from their comments that the Board of Ed members 
supported funding the salad bars. Dana also reported that a grant that had been sought 
to fund the POS, known as the Vitamin Grant, had been rejected. Plan C, she said, is 
to keep the need in the public eye, especially because it’s an investment that would 
rapidly pay for itself, not an expenditure. 

Dana and her son have produced a video promoting the existing salad bars, which 
emphasizes the need for funding to add more. Meanwhile, the salad bars previously 
planned are continuing to open in SFUSD schools. The salad bar at Mission High 
School opened the date of the meeting, and the salad bar at Lowell was to (and did) 
open later in the week, bringing the total in SFUSD cafeterias to 20. Five more will 
open this school year.  

c. The new budget cuts: Dana passed out a memo from Nancy Waymack (SFUSD 
Director of Policy and Operations) about state budget cuts and SFUSD spending. It 
emphasized that changes to the Wellness Policy should not call for any unfunded 
mandates. 



Ed has been asked by the finance people to put every possible cut to the SNS 
budget on the table. Dana listed some possibilities, all of which Ed opposes and Dana 
recommends fighting: 
• Offering only a rotation of the cheapest menu items – the old carnival-style 

entrees. 
• Canceling the planned addition of whole wheat pasta and brown rice, which are 

arriving soon. 
• Eliminating fresh fruit. 
• Eliminating the Grab N Go breakfast in schools where it’s offered. 
• Closing all salad bars. 
• Ending the “no child left hungry” policy, under which students are fed a full meal 

even if they have no money. 
• Ending the after-school snack program. 
• Eliminating on-site cooking at “cooking schools” (those with functioning 

kitchens). 
• Closing the a la carte lines. 
• Operating with lower-paid labor. 
• Keeping SNS open only during the school year. 
• Eliminating summer meal service. 
• Discontinuing the mayor’s summer lunch program. 
Dana noted that there will be calls for some of these cuts, but it’s too early to panic. 

d. Wellness Policy revisions: Dana passed out copies of the Wellness Policy with the 
proposed revisions inserted in red, and went around the table giving each attendee 
two minutes to comment. She and Mark Elkin (SHPD) kept separate notes on the 
comments, suggestions and additional discussion. 

e. Visioning/Goal documents: Colleen presented a draft proposal of a Coordinated 
Plan to Improve Meals and Increase Nutrition and Agriculture Education for San 
Francisco Public School Students. It’s still in the working stage, and a schedule for its 
completion has not yet been set. 

 
The next meeting will be held April 15 at Washington High School. The meeting was 
adjourned at 5:15.  
 


